
 

Old mine transformed into solar park  

Over 5,600 solar panels transform old tin mine to generate 

electricity for 400 homes.  07/07/2011 

The South West's first solar farm was connected to the grid in Cornwall today by Solarcentury 

and UK-based solar developer Lightsource Renewable Energy. On the site of a disused tin mine, 

the 1.4 MW farm is the biggest in the UK to date.  Covering a 7.2acre plot at Wheal Jane, Truro, 

it is the first of many renewable energy projects planned at the reclaimed mine. The farm's 5,680 

solar panels will generate 1,437 MWh of electricity a year, enough to power the equivalent of 

430 homes in the area and save over 737 tonnes of CO2 emissions a year. 

Derry Newman, CEO, Solarcentury said: "To see a tin mine diversify into producing 21st 

Century clean solar energy, provides an optimistic glimpse of where we're now heading for our 

energy production. Wheal Jane's solar farm demonstrates that solar technology can contribute to 

our clean energy future, and quickly. Solarcentury designed and constructed this site, powering 

over 400 homes, in less than two months.  Solar is not to be underestimated; it is the fastest 

growing energy technology in the world, simply because it is clean, reliable and a readily 

available alternative to fossil fuels." 

 

 

 

 



Bernard Ballard, Marketing and Planning Director of the Wheal Jane Group added: "We are 

thrilled that Wheal Jane is now home to one of the UK's first solar farms. This is another 

significant step towards our ambition to have a number of renewable technologies operating on 

the site providing green energy to businesses based here.' 

For the construction of Wheal Jane solar farm, local contractors were employed to carry out the 

work, preparing the land, supplying fencing and installing the solar panels. The solar farm is 

situated at Wheal Jane, a reclaimed mine site, due to be home to the UK's first earth science park 

that will use renewable energy from solar, wind, hydro, shallow and deep geothermal sources. 

The site is currently being developed with plans underway for a 60,000sqft business park. 

 


